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MEDIA RELEASE

Novartis and BioCurate Pty Ltd announce first collaboration to
accelerate early stage drug discovery


Novartis is the first global biopharma to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with BioCurate Pty Ltd to collaborate on early stage drug discovery projects with a
view to providing expert industry-focused scientific advice and expertise to BioCurate



The collaboration provides a valuable opportunity to identify and translate innovative
research from two of the world’s top ranked1 universities for biological sciences – Monash
University and the University of Melbourne



While Novartis is Australia’s largest sponsor of clinical trials2, the MoU with BioCurate
emphasises an additional focus of identifying early stage innovation and academic
research which addresses unmet patient needs

Sydney, October 31, 2018 – The Australian biomedical research company BioCurate Pty Ltd
and Novartis today announced that they would collaborate on early stage drug discovery
projects that have potential to address an unmet need.
This collaboration marks BioCurate’s first with the global pharmaceutical industry.
Head of Strategic Partnerships at Novartis Pharmaceuticals Australia, Brett Roberts, said the
collaboration with BioCurate is a unique opportunity to work with Monash University and the
University of Melbourne on new innovative medicines.
“We are very excited to be able to bring together the global scientific and technical expertise
of researchers at the Novartis Institute of Biomedical Research (NIBR) with BioCurate’s
expertise in curating and translating early stage science into development ready Australian
research projects,” said Mr Roberts.
BioCurate CEO, Dr C. Glenn Begley said the company recognised the importance of early
engagement with a range of leading industry partners to ensure new drug development
programs are informed and aligned with addressing unmet patient and market needs.
“We are delighted to collaborate with Novartis – a first-class innovator with considerable
expertise and infrastructure that can potentially support Australia’s drug discovery and
development capabilities,” Dr Begley said.
“We are hopeful this collaboration will ultimately lead to better health outcomes for the global
community and continue to build Australia’s expanding innovation economy.”
Dr Begley said the collaboration with Novartis marks the first in a number of similar
arrangements currently under discussion with other potential industry partners.
“BioCurate is uniquely positioned to lead the establishment of a number of international
industry experts that are able to provide invaluable scientific advice, commercial insight and
partnering opportunities to BioCurate and Australia’s medical research sector.” Dr Begley
said.
BioCurate is a joint venture of Monash University and the University of Melbourne, supported
by the Victorian State Government. Operating independently of the universities, it provides
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commercial focus, expertise and funding necessary to address the barriers to success and
drive early decisions, with the intent of boosting the successful development of new
medicines.
BioCurate is housed in the internationally renowned ‘Parkville Precinct’ in Melbourne, a cluster
of 30 world-class hospitals, research institutes, teaching and biotech organisations employing
approximately 10,000 researchers.
Novartis Australia Chief Scientific Officer, Dr Simon Fisher, said it was a unique opportunity to
leverage an internationally experienced team dedicated to rigorous analysis of local science
to address unmet patient needs as well as commercial potential.
“This collaboration opens the door to overcome barriers that limit the translation and
commercialisation of early stage research progressing to new medicines and providing
benefits to patients,” Dr Fisher said.
“We know the research undertaken in Australia is as good as anything globally so this is an
opportunity to help advance the outputs of Australian science. We hope that collaborations of
this kind will benefit Australian science and patients.”
Whilst the therapy focus areas of the BioCurate/Novartis partnership are yet to be confirmed,
the focus will be to triage and prioritise the highest quality early stage research opportunities
from BioCurate’s review of a promising portfolio of projects.
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Disclaimer
This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the United
States Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements can
generally be identified by words such as “potential,” “can,” “will,” “plan,” “expect,” “anticipate,”
“look forward,” “believe,” “committed,” “investigational,” “pipeline,” “launch,” or similar terms, or
by express or implied discussions regarding potential marketing approvals, new indications or
labeling for the investigational or approved products described in this press release, or
regarding potential future revenues from such products. You should not place undue reliance
on these statements. Such forward-looking statements are based on our current beliefs and
expectations regarding future events, and are subject to significant known and unknown risks
and uncertainties. Should one or more of these risks or uncertainties materialise, or should
underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual results may vary materially from those set out
in the forward-looking statements. There can be no guarantee that the investigational or
approved products described in this press release will be submitted or approved for sale or for
any additional indications or labeling in any market, or at any particular time. Nor can there be
any guarantee that such products will be commercially successful in the future. In particular,
our expectations regarding such products could be affected by, among other things, the
uncertainties inherent in research and development, including clinical trial results and
additional analysis of existing clinical data; regulatory actions or delays or government
regulation generally; global trends toward health care cost containment, including
government, payor and general public pricing and reimbursement pressures; our ability to
obtain or maintain proprietary intellectual property protection; the particular prescribing
preferences of physicians and patients; general political and economic conditions; safety,
quality or manufacturing issues; potential or actual data security and data privacy breaches, or
disruptions of our information technology systems, and other risks and factors referred to in
Novartis AG’s current Form 20-F on file with the US Securities and Exchange Commission.
Novartis is providing the information in this press release as of this date and does not
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undertake any obligation to update any forward-looking statements contained in this press
release as a result of new information, future events or otherwise.
About Novartis
Novartis provides innovative healthcare solutions that address the evolving needs of patients
and societies. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis offers a diversified portfolio to
best meet these needs: innovative medicines, cost-saving generic and biosimilar
pharmaceuticals and eye care. Novartis has leading positions globally in each of these areas.
In 2017, the Group achieved net sales of USD 49.1 billion, while R&D throughout the Group
amounted to approximately USD 9.0 billion. Novartis Group companies employ approximately
122,000 full-time-equivalent associates. Novartis products are sold in approximately 155
countries around the world. For more information, please visit http://www.novartis.com.
Novartis is on Twitter. Sign up to follow @Novartis at http://twitter.com/novartis
For Novartis multimedia content, please visit www.novartis.com/news/media-library
For questions about the site or required registration, please contact
media.relations@novartis.com
About Novartis Institutes for BioMedical Research
The Novartis Institutes for BioMedical Research (NIBR) is the global pharmaceutical research
organisation of Novartis. With an ongoing focus on diseases for which medical needs remain
unmet, scientists and physicians at NIBR are dedicated to ensuring that Novartis maintains its
strong pipeline. NIBR has sites in Basel, Switzerland; Shanghai, China; Cambridge,
Massachusetts; and three other US locations.
About BioCurate
BioCurate Pty Ltd was formed jointly in June 2016 by The University of Melbourne and
Monash University, with support from the Victorian State Government to accelerate early
phases of new drug development. BioCurate is seeking to address the key challenges in
early stage drug development and to increase the number, quality and rate of translation of
new drug discoveries into medically sound, commercially attractive, investable projects. Its
vision is to be a recognised global leader in the translation of basic medical research into
human therapeutics.
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